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The Ford Band and Orchestra recordings are important because
they constitute the largest group of special recordings or
private pressings produced by Edison. Furthermore, these
recordings represent the last examples of "live" or direct
entertainment cylinder records made by Edison or any other
company.

The Ford Band selections were recorded at the Ford plant,
probably in the employees' auditorium where the Band regularly
performed. Further details about the recording session and how
it came about do not appear to be in the Ford Archives, but the
Band was at the height of its popularity, having recently
returned from a cross-country tour which included an appearance
at the Panama-Pacific Exposition in San Francisco. At the time
the recordings were made, the Band had 45 members and was under
the management of Henry Ford's secretary E.G. Liebold and was
conducted by Detroit bandmaster and teacher Harry Philp.

The Ford Band records were processed at Edison's Orange, New
Jersey factory in seemingly limited numbers for the personal use
of Henry Ford. Only one set is owned by the Ford Museum, whereas
the Museum has dozens of copies of the later Ford Orchestra
cylinders. Some Ford Band cylinders may have been used in
Dearborn and Detroit public schools because Henry Ford
underwrote an extensive dance and musical education program in
Detroit area schools for many years. The Ford Band recordings
looked like regular Blue Amberols, except that they lacked
catalog numbers on their rims and had typewritten titles on
their box lids instead of the printed titles. The master record
log shows how Ford Band titles were edited; privately-pressed
Ford cylinders were recorded almost ten years later in October
and November of 1925. These were the Ford Dance Orchestra
recordings that grew out of Henry Ford's wish that some of the
stringed instruments he was collecting be recorded.
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NOTICE.—All words must be accurately spelled and fully accented to insure correct titles. Title for ,,
engraving, including artist’s name, must not exceed fifty (50) characters, each space between words
counting as one character. Approved lists must be sent to factory at the same time Master Records

are shipped.
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Nos. Actual Title of Selection 1o be Engraved on Master Full Name of Artist ore :
Female F
§1 | *“The Ford March," -By-H—H—Zr¥eT FomdMetor Sand. '
6 2 | Rag, “'Knock Out Drops' ty-F—H—KHcRmrmmr Fand Notor 8and. ‘
23 Patrol, **I'm on My Way to Dublin Bay" ’.P..I'J Meter d : !
€4 ““Lola’" Italian Serenade, by-G—Friedenmarm. ﬂpiﬂh&h RMJ'
75 March, ““Republic of Panama’’ &R favrendoau Ford Metor Band
c.
/0 6 HEuphonium)Sote, **Believe ME:L i’ Ms. Adbert Vincoli. ¢ Fopd MetoR Basd
W." By Map#a,
/7 “*La Rumba’’ Tango Argentine, byJ—TinrBrymm, HP‘{M"*" Wd
28 “*Folic Bergere'' lmerrul:zzo-l\élarchc, ﬂo“‘f“’t"w
By PBercy E. Fletcher,
39 ({_c:orn@&m. ““The Debutants’ : i . Byren Hooper. YAF3 nd Mot o Bavd,
"h.._____________“ -
#10 d{Corne) Sulo, **Beautiful Isle’”) Ferris. “Ms. Byrow Hooper. 170 nd Mo t o Bad
b
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But Ford, behaving somewhat like 01.;1 King Cole, still wished to hear his musicians ang
his instruments on record. So he again had E.G. Liebold write to Edison about making djse
recordings in Detroit. In response, Edison dictated the rare personal letter which follows:
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